
 

Media Representations of Madness, 
Addiction and Crime/Criminalization 
 
A Preliminary, Intersectional Analysis of Documentary Films Used for Public Education in Canada, 
1920-1969. 
 
This is the first of a two-part project that will provide the foundation for a more comprehensive 
analysis of documentary films on madness, addiction and crime/criminalization used for public 
educational purposes during the period from 1920 to 2010. 

Research Goals 
 

• To examine depictions of and investigate linkages between madness, addiction and 
(violent) crime in educational media 

• To track historical and discursive shifts in perspectives on madness, addiction and 
criminalization; and 

• To analyze the gender dimensions of the above in relation to race, class, and other social 
relations. 

Project Background 
 
In Hollywood films, madness and addiction are frequently linked to lethal violence, producing 
images which are also highly gendered. These Hollywood representations of both women and 
men who commit serious violence are frequently linked to deviation from gender norms and 
expectations. 
While media representations of madness, addiction and (violent) crime show many similarities 
across time, they also reveal clear differences that reflect changing historical and cultural 
contexts from the 19th century to the present. 
 
Still, even at the same point in time, there are important differences as well as similarities in how 
mainstream films depict madness, addiction and crime vis-à-vis documentaries, which shows 
their different objectives. The primary aims of those who produce Hollywood films are to provide 
mass entertainment and generate corporate profit, whereas educational documentaries have an 
explicitly didactic and pedagogical mandate. It is in this context that we start our research into 
educational documentary films about madness, addiction and crime/criminalization used for 
public educational purposes in Canada between 1920 and 1969. 

Methods 
 
This research starts our investigation of all educational documentaries about madness, addiction 
and/or crime/criminalization used in English-language schools and public educational campaigns 
in Canada between 1920 and 1969 even if they were produced elsewhere (e.g. the U.S., Britain). 
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This research has two components: 
1. A search (on-line and at selected local sites) and compilation of a chronological bibliography of 
all titles and related guides used for public education on madness, addiction and/or 
crime/criminalization. 
2. Preview of a weighted sample (more documentaries were produced from 1945 to 1969 than 
earlier in the 20th century) of 30 documentaries on madness, addiction and/or 
crime/criminalization and a coding manual and a coding sheet for a thematic, intersectional 
analysis of the sample. 
 
This project is undertaken by members of the Criminal Justice, Mental Health & Substance Use 
research team of the Centre for the Study of Gender, Social Inequities and Mental Health. 

Principal Investigators: 
 
Wendy Chan, Ph.D. (Sociology, SFU) 
Dorothy Chunn, Ph.D. (Sociology, SFU) 

Co-Researchers: 
 
Susan C. Boyd, Ph.D. (Studies in Policy and Practice Program, Uvic) 
Kathleen Kendall, Ph.D. (Division of Medical Education, Southampton, UK) 
Robert Menzies, Ph.D. (Sociology, SFU) 
Katrina Pacey, M.A., LL.B. (Staff Lawyer, Pivot Legal Society) 
Katherine Teghtsoonian, Ph.D. (Studies in Policy and Practice Program, UVic) 
 
This project received funding from the Centre for the Study of Gender, Social Inequities and 
Mental Health, and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 

Links to external websites 
 
    The Centre for the Study of Gender, Social Inequities and Mental Health 
    Canadian Institute of Health Research 
 
The University cannot accept responsibility for external websites. 

https://www.sfu.ca/carmha/projects/cgsm.html
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/193.html
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